
By Richard Merryman, Feature Writer 

Almost a century has come and gone since that long 
ago day in the Autumn of 1925, when an invitation, 
inspiration, and institutions combined to energize Senior 
Josephine Harriet Derr to compose Tyrone’s school song—
an Alma Mater whose small town origins 
certainly would contrast with information 
about Josephine Derr Hite’s world 
traveling orientation after high school 
graduation.    

A teacher invitation to write the 
Alma Mater.  In a letter written to 
Journalist Virginia Werner of the Tyrone 
Daily Herald, in 1988, 79-year-old 
Josephine Derr (Hite) admitted that an 
invitation to compose an Alma Mater for 
Tyrone High School came to her from 
Tyrone High’s blind History Teacher, 
Ralph Thomas Wolfgang.  Mr. Wolfgang 
also voluntarily directed Tyrone High’s 
Male Glee Club, for which Josephine Derr 
provided piano accompaniment. 

In the early Autumn of 1925, Mr. 
Wolfgang approached  Josephine Derr with 
this incredible invitation, “Josephine, I 
believe you have the talent to compose an 
Alma Mater for Tyrone High School.  But 
if the truth be told, I really do not want this 
to be a mighty pep song like ‘On 
Wisconsin.’  Instead, I would hope that 
you could create a meditative song; a 
school song which in the years to come, 
will inspire us to remember and to reflect 
with appreciation on our school.”   

With energy and enthusiasm,  
Josephine  started to fulfill Mr. Wolfgang’s 
remarkable request.  During her high 
school days in America’s Roaring 
Twenties, Josephine lived with her parents, 
Melvin Leonard and Josephine (Uzzell) Derr in a spacious 
brick home on the 800 Block of Park Avenue.  Josephine’s 
mother hailed from Snow Shoe.  Her father was a Tyrone 
native, who worked for the Pennsylvania Railroad.  Also 
residing in the Derr home were Josephine’s younger 

brother John (Jack), and her younger sister Hazel.  Jack 
graduated from Tyrone High in 1930 and Hazel in 1935.   

Recalled her younger brother Jack in a 1988 Tyrone 
Daily Herald article, “I remember sitting on the piano 

bench beside my older sister even as she 
composed Tyrone’s Alma Mater.  
Josephine had played the piano since the 
age of five.  Regularly, she played the 
piano for Tyrone’s School Glee Club.  In 
addition, Josephine accompanied musical 
programs at the Presbyterian Church.”  

Continued Jack Derr, “Piled next to 
the family piano in the parlor sat a stack of 
old love songs and ballads, owned by our 
pianist/mother.  As Josephine created the 
Alma Mater words, she simultaneously 
sorted through the library of love ballads.”  
Quite likely, Josephine rummaged for a 
reflective melody, which conveyed a 
meditative mood, such as Ralph Wolfgang 
had requested.   

Eventually, Josephine encountered a 
meditative melody for Tyrone’s Alma 
Mater, which brought her search to a close.  
The melody chosen by 16-year-old 
Josephine derived from a 1916 folk ballad 
by Francis Dorel entitled, “Calling Me 
Home to You.”  In the letter from her home 
in Encinitas California, to Virginia Werner, 
Josephine explained her melody choice, 
“This folk melody exhibited a lovely, 
nostalgic, sentimental cadence, which 
would prove perfect for Tyrone’s school 
song.  After I played ‘Calling Me Home to 
You’ several times on the piano, I decided 
‘to borrow’ the folk melody, to match with 
the words which eventually would become 
Tyrone’s Alma Mater.” 

Two student inspirations for Tyrone’s Alma Mater.  
Like countless community composers, Josephine Derr 
wrote with a knowledge of Tyrone’s school history.  
Evidence exists that she had acquainted herself with the 
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TYRONE HIGH’S ALMA MATER ALIVE AND WELL AT 95 

Josephine Harriet Derr 
Author of Alma Mater 
Tyrone High School 

 Class of 1926 
Ours is a school to love, 
Loyal by her we’ll stand. 

Mountains tower over her, 
Solemn and grand. 

Long may they reign above 
Those Alleghenies fair, 

May they ever shelter thee, 
Dear old Tyrone High! 

When we grow old and gray, 
Memories will linger still. 

Happy the hours we spent with thee, 
Their mission shall fulfill. 
Life will be sweet and fair, 

 Joy will awake anew. 
May we ever faithful be, 
Dear Alma Mater true! 
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WHAT’S INSIDE 

There are many years when the late winter blues have set in by now and we are growing 
weary of the cold, ice, and snow.  This year’s mild winter, however, has allowed the school 
year to move along without too many interruptions to the weeks and months.  Nonetheless, 
we are looking forward to the quickly-approaching Spring with its longer days and warmer 
temperatures!   

Since our last issue of TyNotes, our School Board has seen two familiar faces depart and 
two new members join.  We welcome them and feel certain that their backgrounds and 
interests in our school district community will be a benefit to our students.  The School Board 
has also been busy preparing to select a new Superintendent of Schools.  Adhering to its desired timeline, the application 
process has closed and the Board is preparing to interview several candidates.  It is expected that a new Superintendent 
could be named by the publication of our next TyNotes edition. 

In this issue, Mr. Merryman educates us on the origins of the TAHS Alma Mater.  It is an interesting story of a young, 
talented student musician, who answered a challenge by a teacher to create a school song that would inspire future 
generations to fondly remember their days at Tyrone High.  Today, our music teachers still teach the Alma Mater to our 
students, who perform its familiar tune at our football games and graduation ceremonies, and we are fortunate to continue 
to have staff who challenge our students to inspire others.  Even as memories of school and perhaps some of the words of 
the song fade for thousands of TAHS graduates, the first and last lines of our Alma Mater’s first verse always seem to 
remain—“Ours is the school to love…Dear old Tyrone High!”  We hope that you enjoy the story, along with the copy of 
the song. 

I hope that you find the information contained in this publication the type of information that you would like to see 
and know from TASD.  Thank you for your support of the Tyrone Area School District.  Without the commitment and 
dedication of all stakeholders, the success experienced by our students would not be possible.  If you have comments or 
questions regarding any of this material or suggestions for future articles, please contact the Superintendent’s Office at 
(814) 684-0710, extension 4137 or sjwoomer@tyrone.k12.pa.us. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING SUPERINTENDENT 

 TYRONE SCHOOL BOARD 
WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 

 

The TASD School Board recently welcomed two new members.  Mr. Jeffery Long was elected in November to 
serve a four year term, which began in December.  Mr. Long replaces Mr. James Crawford who did not seek reelection 
after 36 years of school board service.  At its February meeting, the Board appointed Mrs. Lori Walk to complete the 
term of Brian Bressler, who recently resigned.  Both Mr. Long and Mrs. Walk are TAHS graduates, 1976 and 1978 
respectively.   

Mr. Long joins the Board with a wealth of experience in the construction/business arena as owner of Jeff S. Long 
Construction and its subsidiaries. 

Mrs. Walk brings a strong educational background to the Board, having earned both a Bachelor’s and Master’s 
Degree in Education.  She is a former TASD teacher, co-owner of Quest Haven Lodge, and co-founder of Truth Quest 
Ministries. 

mailto:sjwoomer@tyrone.k12.pa.us
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poetry of at least two older Tyrone students, who may have 
served as inspiration.  These two students had created two 
types of poems, which could be construed as early Tyrone 
Alma Maters. 

One student inspiration probably was Raymond 
Flenner of Tyrone’s Class of 1915.  Ten years before 
Josephine put pen to paper to compose the Alma Mater, 
Raymond Flenner had created a close of the year school 
song which appeared, without a melody, in Tyrone High’s 
first yearbook (The Falcon)  of  1915. 

A second inspiration quite likely was Virginia Miller 
(Lotz) of Tyrone’s Class of 1924.  Just one year before 
Josephine would write Tyrone’s official Alma Mater, 
Virginia Miller had composed an experimental school 
song.  She published it in the Tyrone Yearbook of 1924.  
Connected to Virginia Miller’s original words was a 1901 
melody by Carrie Jacobs-Bond titled, “Just Awearyin’ for 
You.”   

Following the Alma Mater literary efforts of Flenner 
and Miller, it probably came as no coincidence that 
Josephine Derr found the inspiration to compose Tyrone’s 
official Alma Mater in 1925.  Pauline Meredith Foust, a 
1931 Tyrone graduate, further elaborated in a 1994 Tyrone 
Daily Herald article, that Virginia Miller most likely 
suggested the Alma Mater melody of “Calling Me Home to 
You” to accompany the lyrics, eventually composed by 
Josephine Derr. 

Information contrasting Josephine Derr’s childhood 
and adulthood.  Without a doubt, in the decade following 
World War I, and in the Roaring Twenties, Josephine Derr 
lived out her young adult years as an outgoing teenager in 
small town Tyrone.  By contrast, after her high school 
graduation on June 3, 1926, Josephine Derr’s life 
transformed from a teenager with small town origins to a 
traveling citizen with a more international orientation.  
Immediately after graduation, the teenage Josephine 
worked as a stenographer and bookkeeper at Tyrone’s Gas 
and Water Office.   

Then at age 19, in November 1928, Josephine  married 
Altoona aviator, Walter Hite in Hagerstown, Maryland.  
Temporarily, the newlyweds resided in Philipsburg, where 
Mr. Hite worked for an airplane company.  Yet before 
long, Walter Hite’s career as an aeronautical engineer 
would catapult him and his wife to distant corners of the 
world, including England, China, Japan, and Russia. 

In a 1937 letter to her parents, who still resided on Park 
Avenue in Tyrone, Josephine wrote that she found life in 
Moscow, Russia quite “bright and cheerful.”  Mrs. Hite 
indicated that they would remain in Russia for about one 

year.  Just eleven years out of high school, Josephine had 
evolved from the creator of a small school Alma Mater, to a 
traveling chronicler on the international stage.    

Just two years after the Hites returned from their 
international travels to their residence near Walter’s 
aviation work in Tecate, California, a community located 
near the city of San Diego and not far from the crossing to 
Mexico, their son Peter Allen  Hite was born in April of 
1939.  He grew up and pursued a career in animal 
husbandry.  Tragically, in 1963, Peter succumbed to cancer 
at the young age of 24.  He was survived by his wife of two 
years, Letitia, and a daughter, Paula.    

In addition to son Peter, the Hites also were parents of 
a younger daughter named Susan.  Born in 1943, Susan 
Hite would grow up to marry Douglas Glover.  The 
Glovers resided in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, where Susan 
worked as a business manager and Douglas worked as an 
electrical engineer.  In their retirement, Mr. and Mrs. 
Glover now reside in  Florida.  

Recently, the TASD Superintendent’s Office contacted 
Susan Glover by telephone.  We asked her the burning 
question, “Did your mother ever say anything about writing 
Tyrone’s Alma Mater in the Autumn of 1925?”  She 
responded with a slight chuckle and indicated that she was 
sorry to say that she could not be of more help.  According 
to Susan, her mother only had spoken of Tyrone’s Alma 
Mater once to her daughter, when they lived in Tecate, 
California.  At the time, Susan Hite probably was 16 years 
old. 

Said Susan Hite Glover, “All that my mother ever said 
was that the Empire Unified High School, near Tecate, 
California (from which Peter and Susan Hite graduated), 
used  the same 1916 tune for their Alma Mater as the 
melody mother had utilized to accompany the words she 
had composed for Tyrone’s Alma Mater.”  Said Susan 
regretfully, “During our whole life together as a family, 
that was the beginning and the end of what my mother said 
to me about Tyrone’s Alma Mater!”   

Eventually, husband Walter Hite’s aviation and 
engineering career would lead him and wife Josephine to 
live in Encinitas, California.  A Southern California 
community of about 60,000, located 25 miles North of San 
Diego and about 95 miles South of Los Angeles.  In 
Southern California, Walter Hite had served as Chief 
Engineer and Vice President of the Interstate Aircraft 
Corporation.  Yet in later years, Aviator Hite had retired to 
become a Southern California cattle rancher. 

Sadly, in December of 1968, Walter Hite passed away 
from a heart attack, at the young age of 63.  Thus, 
Josephine had lost her only son, Peter, when she was only 
54 years of age, and five years later, she lost her husband 
when she was 59 years of age.   

Still, if we could travel back to the 1960s and interview 
Josephine during the days of her loss, we feel certain that 
she would have offered gratitude  for  lessons learned at 
Tyrone High, which enabled  her to endure  the travel, the 
triumphs, and the tragedies of her life.  After her husband’s  
death in 1968, Josephine would live another 28 years, to 
reach 87 years of age.  Josephine  died on June 11, 1996.   

And even 95 event filled years after she had 
composed Tyrone’s Alma Mater, Josephine Derr Hite 
probably would agree with the  British poet who, during                  

(Continued from page 1) 

To journey on life’s dangerous sea. 
Four busy years in study spent 
Yes, happy years oft full of fun 

But hold this please in memory still 
The school of  life has just begun. 

When these heads black and golden now 
Are changed by years to white and gray 

We still shall cherish in our hearts 
Memories of school—now far away. 

And so, in all the years to come 
When meeting failure and success 
We’ll ever keep in memory dear 

Dear alma mater—T.H.S. 
                              R. Flenner, 1915 

Twilight steals o’er land and sky, 
Soon our last good-bye will die; 

Sad our hearts to leave thee, dear, 
But thy mem’ries we’ll keep near. 

In the future years, we’ll be 
Loyal, Tyrone High, to thee. 

 

Now we bid you sad adieu, 
Dear old Alma mater true. 

Dear old friends we’ve loved so long 
To you all we sing this song. 

With aching hearts we smile and say, 
Tyrone High, farewell, for aye. 

                                 V. Miller, 1924 
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During the 1925-26 school term, Josephine Derr spent her senior year in a  
significant Tyrone institution, the 1911 brownstone brick senior high school, along 
Lincoln Avenue.  In Josephine’s school days, there was no Junior High School.  
Instead, there existed Adams, Logan, and Washington Grammar Schools, which 
housed Tyrone students from grades 1-8.   

Tyrone High School, to which Josephine Derr had dedicated her Alma Mater, 
was erected  in 1911, along Lincoln Avenue,  by Altoona Contractor  P. W.  Finn, at 
a total cost of $48,000.  When students entered Tyrone’s Senior High School, their 
eyes encountered a bubbling fountain, busts of Presidents Washington and Lincoln, 
walls lined with club pictures, as well as four classrooms and a library on the first 
floor.  

The high school  basement  housed vocational, home economics, art, and 
science classrooms, while the second floor boasted a 336-seat auditorium, which 
would serve as the site for weekly chapel services.  THS lacked a gymnasium or an auditorium large enough for musical, 
theatrical, or graduation events.     

For large school events, Josephine and her classmates would have walked to the 1914 Tyrone YMCA, at Logan 
Avenue and Eleventh Street.  Tyrone’s second YMCA (Young Men’s Christian 
Association) building had arrived as a gift from the PRR (Pennsylvania Railroad) to 
the people of Tyrone.  This recreational building cost the PRR about $225,000.  It 
included a spacious auditorium and stage on the second floor, a library and reading 
room on the first floor, a gymnasium, swimming pool, and two bowling alleys on 
the ground floor.  From the auditorium, Josephine Derr would have provided piano 
accompaniment for Tyrone School Glee Club concerts. 

From the YMCA auditorium stage, 57 seniors in the Class of  1926 first would 
have sung Josephine Derr’s Alma Mater, at  their Commencement  Ceremony, 
conducted on Wednesday evening,  June 3, 1926.  According to an article in the 
Tyrone Daily Herald, the evening before graduation, the Seniors had enjoyed two 
humorous plays entitled “Enter the Hero,” and “A Night at the Inn,” as 
entertainment for the Annual Senior Class Exercises, held in the YMCA auditorium.  
At that event, Josephine Derr introduced Tyrone’s Alma Mater to her classmates. 

Yet Derr’s Alma Mater already had been introduced to the Tyrone community at  
the Athletic Park back in November of  1925.  Derr indicated that the Alma Mater first had been performed by a newly 
formed THS band, at a football game, held at the Park.  From 1921 until 1933, the football team competed on Saturday 
afternoons at the Athletic Park Stadium.  Like the Tyrone YMCA,  the 
Athletic Park had come into existence in about 1910, as a gift to the people 
of Tyrone from the PRR, at the behest of Blair County Railroad 
Superintendent J. K.  Johnson.  

The Park included a lighted baseball diamond and grandstand that could 
seat 2,000 people, a football field, a nine hole golf course, clay tennis 
courts, and a swimming pool with bathhouses.  Most likely, Josephine Derr 
and her adolescent friends walked the dusty cinder path from Park Avenue 
to the Park, and then cooled off on a hot summer day in the swimming 
pool, which ran to a depth of about six feet.  Water was completely drained 
from the pool on Sundays, since it contained no filtering system and was 
closed on the Sabbath.         

From 1910 until 1948, the flower beds and the shrubbery, ornamented 
by a clear mountain stream full of fish, enhanced the natural beauty of the 
Athletic Park.  But alas, the Park suffered from neglect during the years of 
World War II, due to lack of male maintenance workers.  Ultimately, in 1948, the Park closed.  And so, an institution so 
vital during the time when Josephine Derr composed her Alma Mater regrettably faded into the mists of history.    

the Great Depression, wrote this poem of thanks to her 
school: 

School, we stand now at the journey’s end: 
Once more to you our grateful hearts ascend; 

Once more we pause to praise you for the past; 
Grant that our thanks and praise be honest to the last. 

 
 
 
 

If we have learned to feel our neighbor’s need, 
To fight for truth in thought, and word, and deed, 

If these are lessons which the years have brought, 
We thank you, school, for all that you have taught! 

(Continued from page 3) 

A  TOUR OF TYRONE INSTITUTIONS 
 THAT INFLUENCED THE LIFE OF JOSEPHINE DERR 

Tyrone High School 
Josephine Derr graduated from THS sev-
eral years prior to the construction of the 
identical Junior High School in 1929.  

Tyrone YMCA 
For events too large to be held in the con-
fines of the high school, students would 
utilize the YMCA, which had room to 
spare. 

Tyrone Athletic Park 
This photo of the 1928 THS football team  was taken 
at the Tyrone Athletic Park stadium.  The young 
man in the “center” position is Josephine Derr’s 
younger brother John (Jack).  In the background, 
steam wafts through the air from a train traveling on 
the tracks adjacent to the Park. 
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A special “thank you” to retired TAHS Music Teacher/Choral Director Cathy Young and her husband Kenneth Young 
for creating a printed version from a pencil manuscript of Josephine Derr’s 1925 Tyrone Alma Mater. 
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Longtime Tyrone Elementary First Grade Teacher Mrs. Renee Jamison recently transferred 

into the Technology Teacher position.  Mrs. Jamison brings her teaching expertise as well as 

her love of technology into this classroom and the students are loving it! In addition to typical 

technology instruction, Mrs. Jamison is working to build our Elementary STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Math) program and expose our students to the equipment that 

we have recently added to our STEM library. Mrs. Jamison is currently working with students 

on the engineering design portion of the STEM process. Recently, groups of second grade 

students worked with Legos to design and build a sled that would not only travel the farthest 

down a steep cardboard hill, but would also protect the character placed within the sled. Other grade levels have 

explored working with the Bee Bots and Ozobots (educational robots) and are learning how to use basic coding skills 

to complete a given task. 

In addition to working with the students of TAES, Mrs. Jamison has also been spending time organizing our very 

own STEM Lending Library. To assist the elementary teachers, she is working to attach lessons and detailed 

explanations of how to use our new equipment within the classroom. This library of resources is available for teachers 

to use to supplement the instruction happening within their classrooms and can be used independently or with the 

assistance of Mrs. Jamison. We are looking forward to the opportunities the students and teachers at TAES have in 

front of them due to the addition of the new STEM materials. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR SCHOOLS 

TAES 

You have probably seen #89 associated with Tyrone Area Middle School, and you may 

have wondered what it means.  #89 is a manifestation of our vision: “Tyrone 

Area Middle School students will be engaged, motivated learners who set and 

meet goals both individually and as a school community in order to be pre-

pared for the next level.”  #89 is a quick and easy reminder to be our best 

every day. 

Building-wide goals are based on the vision that 89% of our students will meet either the 

grade level Growth Target or the grade level Performance Target in iReady, an online reading 

assessment program.  89% of our students will meet benchmarks set for our math curriculum. 

Each grade level has goals to move students toward the vision.  At the start of the school year and mid-year, 

students write SMART (Specific, Measurable, Relevant, Time-Bound) goals in advisory.  Each grade level has event 

rewards for the mid-year and end of year goal achievement.  In between, each grade level has parts of badges that 

students earn for their demonstration of SOAR core values and academic performance.  The badges are displayed on 

lockers as a visual reminder of goals that are set and achieved during each quarter.   

Tyrone Area High School has implemented PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports) with fidelity and has become a model school.  This powerful program has trans-
formed our building and with it has brought academic success and a positive school climate.  

Discipline is a key component to a positive climate; it must be fair, equitable, and focused 
on being a constructive learning experience for all students.  Cumulative office discipline re-
ferrals have continued to decrease since the inception of PBIS.  Tyrone typically expels very 
few students and works hard to avoid out of school suspensions.  Suspensions have also been 
reduced as a result of PBIS. 

The PBIS team, including the principal, works very collaboratively in sharing decision making, which is one 
reason why the team has been so successful.  It is an effort by extremely positive educators who truly want to make a 
difference in their school community.  The team realizes the importance of data and fidelity in guiding the program 
forward.  The data proves that what we are doing is working to improve our school, including support and interven-
tions for at-risk students so that they too can find success.   

Tyrone Area High School has developed and implemented innovative programs, such as Project Safeguard, which 
reviews student grades, discipline, attendance, and red flags each week in order to assign timely interventions to sup-
port all students. This program alone has had amazing results.   

Since the implementation of PBIS, Tyrone has seen a dramatic increase in student participation in school clubs and 
organizations. These include Student Council, Youth Action Network (YAN), Aevidum, FFA, HOSA, FBLA, and 
various others.  

PBIS is alive and making a big difference at Tyrone Area High School! 

TAMS 

TAHS 
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The cast is set, and the excitement is building as 
members of the TAHS Choral Department and Drama 
Club begin rehearsals for this year’s spring musical 
“Newsies.”  The musical is based on the 1992 film of 
the same name, which was inspired by the real-life New 
York City Newsboys’ Strike of 1899. 

Auditions for the musical were held in early 
January, and a cast of 47 performers from grades 8 
through 12 were selected to be a part of this year’s 
production.   

“Newsies” will be presented on Friday, April 3rd and 
Saturday, April 4th at 7:00 p.m. in the TAHS 
Auditorium.  Tickets are $8.00 for Reserved Seating and 
$6.00 for General Admission and can be purchased in 
the High School Main Office. 

The Tyrone Area School District looks forward to welcoming parents of children 
who will be attending kindergarten during the 2020-2021 school year and providing 
numerous opportunities for their children to become familiar with the staff, kindergarten 
program, and elementary facilities before their child enters school.   

Tyrone Elementary will hold “Kindergarten Registration” meetings designed for the 
families who do not utilize the District PreK4 program but will have a child attending 
kindergarten in the 2020-2021 school year.  This Registration will be held on Thursday, 
April 9, 2020, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Tyrone Area 
Elementary School.  Please be sure to bring your 
child’s birth certificate, as well as shot and current 

physical records to registration.  You and your child will be able to tour the school and 
meet a kindergarten teacher.   

To be eligible for kindergarten, children must be five years old before 
September 1, 2020.  Registration forms are available in the Tyrone Area Elementary 
School Main Office.  For more information, please contact Amanda Kurtz, 
Elementary Assistant Principal, at 684-1342 extension 2225.    

 

Trisha Ashton, Long Term 2nd Grade Substitute Teacher 
Teri Beckwith, Daycare Paraprofessional 
Alyssa Burket-Woodring, Paraprofessional 
Austin Butlin, Head Jr. High Baseball Coach 
Dianne Davy, Daycare Paraprofessional 
Krista Getz, Assistant Varsity Swimming Coach 
Luke Hamer, Assistant Jr. High Baseball Coach 
Deborah Kane, Daycare Paraprofessional 
Brooke Meadows, Long Term 1st Grade Substitute Teacher 
Cassandra Ryan, Paraprofessional 
Tyler Shultz, Assistant Jr. High Girls Basketball Coach 
David Vasbinder, Assistant Varsity Track Coach 
Jon Wallace, Assistant Jr. High Wrestling Coach 
Alan Walls, Assistant Varsity Track Coach 
Jason Walls, Assistant Varsity Wrestling Coach 
Heather Wilson, Paraprofessional 

MEET OUR NEW STAFF 

The Tyrone Area School District is seeking nominations for the Distinguished Alumni Class of 2020.  For many 
years, Tyrone Area High School has produced outstanding graduates who have achieved greatness and made significant 
contributions to humanity in areas such as medicine, government, research, and civil service.   

The following nomination materials for the Distinguished Alumni Class of 2020 must be received in the Tyrone Area 
School District Superintendent’s Office, 701 Clay Avenue, Tyrone, PA 16686 (sjwoomer@tyrone.k12.pa.us) by May 29, 
2020.   

A completed nomination form (see information below).  Nominations will remain active for 
two selection periods. 

The candidate’s resume or vita. 
Three or more letters of support outlining the accomplishments and service to community, 

state, and/or nation. 
The nomination form is available on the TASD website:  www.tyrone.k12.pa.us > About Us > Alumni > Distinguished 

Alumni Nomination Form.  

NOMINATIONS SOUGHT FOR  
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI CLASS OF 2020 

COUNTDOWN TO KINDERGARTEN 

http://www.tyrone.k12.pa.us
http://www.tyrone.k12.pa.us
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 Last school year, 16 staff members, along with three administrators, 
visited local businesses to open dialogue with employers about their 
immediate workforce needs, tour the businesses, and foster potential 
opportunities to partner together.  These opportunities were made possible 
through the Teacher in the Workplace grant, funded by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Labor and Industry and facilitated through the Southern 
Alleghenies Workforce Development Board.  Through this same avenue, 
Tyrone Area School District has once again been awarded funding 
($50,000) for a new group of staff members to participate in this extremely 
valuable experience, helping forge partnerships between educators and 
employers and creating a vital link between the classrooms and the 
workplace. 

“The tours and the discussions with area employers and their employees 
have been invaluable,” said Leslie Estep, Acting Superintendent and project 
lead.  “Our teachers continue to be impressed, and sometimes surprised, by 
the local employment opportunities that await our students.”  School 
administrators and teachers have been interested in hearing the challenges that employers are facing with today’s 
workforce and have a number of ideas to help our students meet these challenges.  Whether a graduating student is 
attending a post-secondary institution or entering the workforce immediately after high school, school staff have learned 
that good attendance and strong work ethic are two important traits that are not always immediately present within 
today’s employment pool.  In response to this call, TASD has revised its attendance policy to continue to stress the 
importance of attendance and commitment.  In addition, participating staff have made and plan to make changes to 
existing curricula to address both content area items, as well as the incorporation of what are known as “soft” or 
“essential” skills (communication, teamwork, adaptability, creativity, work ethic, time management, problem-solving, 
etc.). 

The Tyrone Area School District is deeply appreciative of the local companies that have partnered with us on this 
project.  The future is bright for ongoing relationships to benefit our students and local community. 

A group of Tyrone educators recently toured 
the DelGrosso Sauce Factory as part of the 
Teacher in the Workplace initiative.   

The Tyrone Area School District would like to thank the following  
companies that have welcomed us over the last two years.  

Albemarle Fine Chemistry Services 

Altoona Mirror 

American Eagle Paper Mills 

Balfurd Inc. 

Chicago Rivet & Machine Co. 

DelGrosso Family of Companies 

Dixon Tool & Die Co., Inc. 

EMG Brands 

Fort Dearborn 

Gardners Candies 

Graystone Manor 

Imler’s Poultry Inc. 

Jeff S. Long Construction 

Kunzler & Company, Inc. 

Link Computer Corporation 

 

Reclamere 

Richard H. Searer Funeral Home, Inc. 

Sheetz Corporation 

Steller Innovations 

Tyrone Regional Health Network 

UPMC Altoona 

Ward Transport & Logistics Corp. 

 
 

The fifth annual TASD Color Blast Fun 5K Run and Walk to benefit 
TASD’s Positive Behavior Support programs, will be held on Saturday, 
April 25, 2020, on the TASD campus—rain or shine.  

Registration begins at 10:00 a.m., and the race kicks off at 11:00 a.m.  
Please visit the TASD website (www.tyrone.k12.pa.us) and 
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/TyroneASD) 
for up-to-date information.  

If you or your business are interested in becoming a 
Color Blast sponsor, volunteering, or donating supplies for 
the event, please contact Kourtney Klock at 814-684-0710, 
extension 4136. 

ON YOUR MARK, GET SET, GO! 

See you at the finish line! 
“TyNotes is printed by students enrolled in the Greater Altoona Career and Technology Center’s Digital Printing Technologies Program.” 

CLASSROOM TO WORKPLACE . . . MAKING THE CONNECTION 

http://www.tyrone.k12.pa.us
https://www.facebook.com/TyroneASD

